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John  Walsh — />//  the  (Iran'  of  Gnd  and  the  appointmrnt  of  the 
Holy  Sec,  A  rrhhishop  of  Toronto. 

To  the  Cleriiji,  llelinious  and  Faith  fid  of  the  Arehdioeene, 
Health  and  lienedietion  in  the  Lord. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren,— On  tlie  approach  of  the  heau- 
tifiil  month  of  May,  sacred  to  our  Blessed  Lady,  we  deem  it  a 
duty  to  address  you  some  remarks  on  devotion  to  the  august 
^lother  of  God,  and  on  the  spiritual  fruits  that  may  he  gathered 
therefrom.  What  the  month  of  May  is  in  the  order  of  nature, 
that,  in  the  mind  of  the  church,  the  Blessed  Virgin  is  in  the 
order  of  Grace.  Afay  is  the  springtime  of  the  year,  the  month 
of  hope  and  promise,  the  harbinger  of  the  bright  Summer,  the 
fairest  and  most  beautiful  queen  of  the  year,  decked  out  in  all 
its  fresh  young  beauty,  and  fragrant  with  blossoms  and  liowers. 
"  Winter  is  now  past,  the  rain  is  over  and  gone,  the  tlowers 
have  appeared  in  our  land,  the  time  of  pruning  is  come,  the 
voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard,  the  fig-tree  hath  put  forth  her  green 
figs,  the  vines  in  flower  yield  their  sweet  smell."  (Canticles,  ii. 
12-18).  The  cold,  stormy  winter  is  past,  Nature  has  risen  from 
its  tomb,  and  has  awakened  into  a  new  life.  The  voice  of 
Spring  is  heard  on  the  hills  and  in  the  valleys,  and' behold  the 
fields  are  robed  in  brightest 'green,  the  trees  bring  forth'  leaves 
and  blossoms,  the  gardens  are  fragrant  with  flowers,  the  woods 
are  vocal  with  the  sweet  music  of  singing  birds, 'the  air  is 
resonant  with  sounds  of  joy  and  gladness,  and  all  liature  is 
clothed  with  a  vesture  of  the  most  varied  beauty. 


Now,  tlu!  Illcsst'd  Vir<^iii  was  the  Springtime  of  that  season  of 
Ki'iice  and  uicrcy.  and  spiritual  beauty,  and  perfection,  with 
which  onr  Divine  Hedeenier  Messed  and  enriched  the  earth.  At 
her  approiich  th(^  s[)iritu!il  winter  of  the  world  disa])i»eared,  th(! 
s[)rin^'tinu?  of  hope  and  prouiiso  for  numkind  had  come,  soon  to 
be  followed  hy  the  Sunnner  of  Christ's  richest  blessings  and 
}j;raees.  She  was  the  day-star  that  appeared  .ibove  the  darkened 
horizon  of  a  fallen  world,  to  herald  t!ie  risin<^  of  the  Sun  of 
eternal  justice.  Mnry  was  the  fairest  Hower  in  the  garden  of 
God.  She  was  the  Hower  of  the  field  and  the  lily  of  the  valley. 
She  was  the  fairest,  the  most  beautiful,  and  the  most  perfect  of 
God's  creatures.  She  was  never  stained  by  the  sin  of  origin  or 
of  action,  no  thought  allied  to  sin  ever  darkened  her  pure  soul, 
no  shadow  of  evil  ever  dimmed  the  brightness  of  luir  virginal 
purity.  She  was  indeed  "  our  tainted  nature's  solitary  boast." 
Hence  the  ins})ired  writer,  uazing  on  the  vision  of  her  peerless 
beauty  and  perfection,  as  it  appeared  to  iiis  fai-reaching  gaze, 
exclaimed  :  "  Who  is  she  that  coineth  tV.rtli  like  the  morning 
rising,  fair  as  f '  Moon,  beautiful  as  the  Sun."  (Canticles  vi., 
V.  !).) 

It  was,  then,  a  happy  thought  of  the  church,  who,  like  her 
Divine  Master,  doeth  all  things  well,  to  associate  the  beautiful 
month  of  ^lay  with  devotion  to  the  lilessed  ^'irgin,  and  to  make 
its  natural  beauty  and  loveliness — its  hopes  and  its  promises — 
svmbolize  the  moral  beautv  and  loveliness  of  Marv,  and  the 
blessed  hopes  and  promises  which  she  brought  to  the  wearied 
hearts  and  despairing  souls  of  mankind. 

Devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  consists  chiefly  in  honorhig,  ven- 
erating and  loving  her,  and  in  earnestly  and  fervently  invoking 
her  powerful  and  most  salutary  intercession.  All  christians 
should  honor,  venerate  and  love  our  Blessed  Lady,  because  (a) 
of  the  prominent  place  she  has  occupied  in  the  economy  of 
human  redemption  and  reparation,  because  //)  of  her  trans- 
cendent sanctity  and  dignity,  and  because  (c)  God  himself 
honored  h(^r  above  all  other  creatures,  by  bestowing  on  her  the 
nnspe.akctnd!  and  incomparable  privilege  of  the  Divine  ]\rater- 
nitv. 


McMASTER  UNIVERSITY  UBRAf 


1.  The  Blessed  Mother  of  God  has  occupied  a  prominent 
place  in  the  work  of  our  redemption,  and  has  ever  been  asso- 
ciated with  our  Divine  Saviour  in  the  scheme  of  man's  salva- 
tion and  in  the  dispensation  of  His  graces  and  mercies. 

Our  Lord  is  the  inexhaustible  fountain  of  grace  ;  Mary  is  its 
channel.  Our  Lord  is  ilie  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning 
and  the  end,  our  Father,  our  Creator,  our  Lord,  our  all,  the 
God  of  our  heart,  the  God  that  is  our  portion  forever.  It  is 
needless  to  tell  you,  dearly  beloved  brethren,  for  you  are  per- 
fectly convinced  of  it,  that  our  Saviour  is  the  author  and 
finisher  of  our  Faith,  that  He  is  the  life  of  our  life,  the  Way, 
the  Truth,  and  the  Life  ;  that  it  is  His  precious  blood  that  has 
redeemed  the  world,  that  He  is  the  only  mediator  of  redemption 
between  God  and  man ;  that  there  is  no  other  name  under 
heaven,  save  the  holy  name  of  Jesus,  whereby  we  can  be  saved  ; 
and  that  no  soul  can  ever  enter  heaven,  except  through  the 
merits  of  the  sufferings  and  death  of  Christ.  To  Him  alone  are 
divine  worship  and  adoration  due.  All  this  is  Catholic  truth 
and  teaching.  But  as  it  has  pleased  God  to  rule  the  natural 
world,  and  to  preserve  and  direct  its  marvellous  harmonies  by 
secondary  agents  and  laws,  so  in  the  supernatural  order  it 
pleases  Him  to  make  use  of  secondary  agents  to  carry  out  His 
merciful  behests.  Now  such  is  the  position  of  Mary  in  the 
divine  plan  of  man's  salvation. 

She  actively  co-operated,  but  only  as  a  secondary  agent,  with 
our  Blessed  Lord,  in  the  great  scheme  of  the  world's  reparation* 
As  Eve,  by  her  infidelity,  actively  co-operated  in  bringing  on 
the  fall  of  the  human  race  in  Adam,  so  Mary,  by  her  superlative 
virtues,  and  her  unswerving  fidelity  to  grace,  had  a  part  in  its 
restoration.  Scarcely  had  the  divine  justice  passed  sentence  on 
our  guilty  parents,  at  the  gates  of  Paradise,  when  in  love  and 
pity  God  pronounced  a  sentence  of  mercy  and  of  hope.  He  said 
to  the  serpent,  "  I  will  put  enmities  between  thee  and  the 
woman,  and  thy  seed  and  her  seed ;  she  shall  crush  thy  head 
and  thou  shalt  lie  in  wait  for  her  heel "  (Genesis  iii.  c,  14  v.) 

Between  Eve  and  the  serpent  there  arose  a  friendship  that 
brought   ruin    and   death   on   mankind ;    between   Mary,   the 


wiiiiuii  of  [)r()i»lK'cy,  Jiiid  tlio  serpent  tluTo  sluiU  l)c  iin  etcniiil 
eimiity,  an  undying  liostility,  ii.id  slio,  thr()n;j;li  her  seed,  tho 
inciirnjite  (lod,  sluill  l)riii;j!  li'*'  'iH'^  salvation  to  mankind.  Tho 
woman  Mary,  and  licr  seed,  Jesus  Christ,  haA'e  crushed  and 
destroyed  tlie  serpent's  head,  tlie  one  nK'tliatcIif,  the  other  iiii- 
mcdidtclif ;  ^fary  crushes  tlie  serpent's  head  hy  {giving  hirth  to 
Jesus,  and  Jesus  hy  the  might  of  His  own  divine  power  and 
virtue.  When  St.  Paul  instituted  a  contrast  hetweeii  the  Ih'st 
Adam  and  the  second,  he  suggested  tin;  existence  of  a  similar 
contrast  hetween  T^ve  and  Mary,  and  this  contrast  is  constantly 
dwelt  upon  hy  the  Christian  Fathers.  Their  teaching  on  this 
suhjeat,  when  summarized,  is  substantially  as  follows  : — 

(a).  That  Mary  is  the  new  and  second  Eve,  as  Christ  is  the 
new  and  second  Adam  ;  and  therefore,  as  Adam  was  a  tyi)e  of 
Jesus,  so  Eve  was  a  type  of  IMary,  and  that  as  Eve  was  an 
active  and  efiicient  agent  in  the  ruin  of  num,  Mary  was  an 
active  and  etHcient  agent  in  his  redemption  and  salvation.  (/>). 
The  enmity  hetween  thin  second  Eve  and  tiie  serpent  is  in 
every  wa}'  similar  to  that  which  existed  hetween  the  serpent 
and  the  second  Adam  ;  and,  consequently,  it  is  deadly,  im- 
placable, and  without  interruption,  {c).  In  Mary  the  fall  of 
Eve  is  restored  ;  the  prudence,  the  obedience,  and  the  faith  of 
the  former  making  reparation  for  the  imprudence,  the  dis- 
obedience and  the  unbelief  of  the  .latter,  (h).  God  who  con- 
demned Eve,  crowns  ^Eary  with  glory,  {c).  As  death  Howed 
from  the  first  Eve,  so  did  life  from  the  second  ;  as  all  that  is 
evil  came  through  Eve,  so  through  Mary  comes  all  that  is  good; 
as  Adam  was  renewed  in  Christ,  so  is  Eve  in  Mary.  (/).  B3' 
Mary  salvation  and  life  is  within  tlie  reach  of  all,  as  by  Eve  all 
fell  into  ruin  and  death.  (//).  It  is  only  on  account  of  Mary 
that  Eve  is,  and  is  called  the  mother  of  the  living,  (h).  Mary 
raised  Eve  from  her  tall,  restored  Adam,  despoiled  hell,  and 
opened  the  gates  of  paradise ;  (/)•  a  curse  was  pronounced  upon 
Eve;  it  is  abolished  by  Mary,  who  is  altogether  blessed ;  {k). 
as  we  all  die  through  Eve,  so  do  we  all  live  through  Mary,  we 
gain  the  adoption  of  sons,  and  return  to  our  pristine  dignity. 
(/).     The  new  Virgin  hath  expiated  the  evil    deed  of  the  old: 


\ 


and  (III).  liiHtly,  as  all  censun;  Eve,  so  all  pmiHc  Afary.  The 
whole  force  of  these  r/;///7//(«f'«  (le[)en(lH  on"  the  liypotheHis  uit<»n 
whieh  they  are  fouiuled ;  namely,  that  Mary  is  a  bein-,'  wholly 
different  from  all  other  memhers  of  the  human  race,  in  the  un- 
sjxitted  parity,  and  in  the  superabundant  holiness  which 
adorned  and  which  filled  her  from  the  first  moment  of  her  exist- 
ence ;  that  she  was  not  merely  the  physical  instrument  of  our 
Lord's  taking  flesh  but  as  an  intelligent  and  responsible  cause 
of  it,  her  faith  and  obedience  being  accessories  to  the  Incarna- 
tion and  gaining  it  as  her  reward,  that  she  co  operated  in  our 
salvation  not  merely  by  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  her 
but  by  specific  holy  acts — the  effects  of  the  Holy  Ghost  within 
her  soul ;  tliat  as  Eve  was  the  cause  of  ruin  to  all,  ^fary  was 
the  cause  of  salvation. 

In  the  annunciation  when  an  archangel  announces  to  her  on 
the  part  of  God  that  she  was  to  become  the  mother  of  the 
world's  redeemer  we  see  clearly  the  prominent  part  she  played 
in  the  mystery  of  the  Incarnation  and  therefore  in  the  scheme 
of  man's  redemption.  What  an  awful  moment  for  the  immortal 
hopes  and  eternal  interests  of  mankind  that  was !  Mary  is  a 
free  agent,  and  she  could  if  she  so  pleased,  reject  the  grace  and 
the  inexpressible  dignity  offered  to  her.  She  for  a  moment 
suspends  her  consent,  and  God  and  nature  are,  as  it  were,  kept 
in  suspense  and  expectation,  so  necessary  was  it  for  mankind 
that  she  should  freely  and  actively  co-operate  in  the  work  of 
their  redemption  and  their  salvation.  Her  consent  was  neces- 
sary for  the  mystery  of  the  Incarnation,  and  it  was  only  when 
she  gave  it,  when  she  said  her  '\fiat,"  that  the  decrees  of  God 
regarding  this  stupendous  mystery  ran  on  to  their  fulfilment, 
and  that  the  work  of  the  redemption  of  the  world  was  inaugu- 
rated. "  God  was  pleased  so  to  arrange  it,"  says  St.  Thomas, 
"  that  it  might  be  shown  that  there  is  between  the  Son  of  God 
and  human  nature  a  certain  spiritual  marriage  ;  and  therefore 
in  the  Annunciation  the  consent  of  the  Virgin  was  waited  for, 
as  the  representative  of  all  human  nature."  (Lib.  iii.  Art.  BO.) 
"  Answer,  0  Blessed  Virgin,"  says  St.  Augustine,  "  why  do  you 
hesitate  about  giving  life  to  the  world  '?     The  gate  of  heaven 
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onc'  sliiit  l>v  the  sill  of  Adiiiii  is  (tpciicd.  iiiul  llif  ccU'stinI  iiiii- 
IdiHsiidor  luiH  pas'scd.  tliroiij^'li  it  to  conic  to  you  (lod  is  at  the 
{^ato.  and  ho  awaits  the  aii^'d  whom  you  detain-  O  BU^sstsd 
Viii^'in,  all  tho  captive  aj^'es  conjure  thee  to  ^ive  thy  consent, 
lie  who  was  olVendcul  has  taken  the  lirst  step,  he  has  taken 
away  the  holt  hy  which  our  iiii<|uity  had  closed  the  j^'ale  of 
heaven.  We  shall  he  permitted  to  enter  there  if  you  '^ive  your 
coiiHcnit.  Est  iiiihix  inliliiH,  si  assiiisiis  tuns  I'lirrit  iiiiinninh(tii(t." 
(Ser.  17  in  Natal  J)oni.) 

Such,  in  the  thou-^dit  of  the  holy  Fathers  and  of  Catholic 
tlieol();,'y.  is  the  i)roniineni;  place  the  lilessed  Vir^'in  occni)ies  in 
the  divine  scheme  of  man's  srlvatioii. 

\\v  should,  therefore,  honor,  V(3nerat(!  and  love  lu'r. 

And  what  shall  we  say  of  her  sanctity  and  <j;reatneHa  as  shown 
forth  and  illustrat(!(l  in  the  mvsterv  of  her  divine  maternity  and 
of  the  honor  and  love  \\v  owe  to  her  on  these*  titles! 

"  It  is  an  intej^'ral  i)ortion  of  the  Faith  iixed  hy  an  (Keumeni- 
cal  Conncil,"  says  Cardinal  Newman,  "  that  the  lilessed  Virgin 
is  Theotocos,  J)eipara,  or  Afother  of  Clod  ;  and  this  word,  when 
thus  used,  carries  with  it  no  admixture  of  rhetoric,  no  taint  of 
extravajjjant  ailection, — it  has  nothin*;  else  hut  a  well-wei}i;hed, 
j^rave,  dof^niatic  sense,  which  corresponds  and  is  ade(juate  to  its 
sound.  It  intends  to  express  that  (lod  is  her  son,  as  truly  as 
any  one  of  us  is  the  son  of  his  owji  mother.  If  this  he  so,  what 
can  he  said  of  her '?  what  can  he  said  too  much,  so  that  it  does 
not  compromise  the  attrihutes  of  the  Creator  '.*  He  indeed 
might  luive  created  a  heing  more  perfect,  more  admirkhle  than 
she  is ;  He  might  have  endowed  that  heing,  so  created,  with  a 
richer  grant  of  grace,  of  power,  of  hlessedness  ;  hut  in  one 
respect  she  surpasses  all  even  possihle  creations,  viz.,  that  she 
is  Mother  of  her  Creator.  It  is  this  awful  title  which  both 
illustrates  and  connects  together  the  two  prerogatives  of  Mary, 
on  which  I  have  been  lately  enlarging,  her  sanctity  and  her 
greatness.  It  is  the  issue  of  her  sanctity  ;  it  is  the  origin  of  her 
greatness.  What  dignity  can  he  too  great  to  attribute  to  her 
who  is  as  closely  bound  up,  as  intimately  one,  with  the  Eternal 
Word,  as  a  mother  is  with  a  son  ?     What  outfit   of   sanctity. 


what  t'lihu'RK  ami  aluiiidaiic*'  of  j^racc,  what  «'xuh('rati('e  of  inorits 
niUHt  have  lu'cii  hers,  when  oiicr  wc  a(hiiit  the  supposition, 
which  th<'  Fathers  jiistifv,  when  her  Maker  rciiHy  did  rc^^ard 
tliosc!  iiicrits,  and  take  thcni  into  account,  wlien  h»  condi'scndcl 
'not  to  alihor  llic  N'irf^in's  wonih.'  Is  it  Hiniirisinj;  then  that  on 
the  oiu^  hand  she  should  1)  >  innnaculatc  in  licr  conception?  or 
on  the  otluM- tluit  she  should  he  honored  with  an  assumption, 
and  exalted  as  a  (pieen  with  a  crown  of  twelve  stars,  with  the 
rulers  of  day  and  ni}^ht  to  do  her  service'.'  yivu  sonietinu.'S 
wonder  that  we  call  her  Mother  of  life,  of  mercy,  ot  salvation  ; 
what  are  all  these  titles  compared  to  that  one  name,  ^fother  of 
(iod?" 

(),  how  j^featly  should  we  honor,  how  fervently  should  we 
love  lu^r  whom  (lod  himself  iionored  ahove  all  creatun^s  hv 
raisiiifi;  her  to  the  unapproachahle  and  incomparahhi  dij^mity  of 
hein<^'  His  own  Mother.  She  herself,  heinj^  inspired  hy  the 
Holy  host,  proi)hesit!d  that  "all  <j;enerations  should  call  her 
hlessed,"  and  the  church  of  God  luiH  in  every  a^'e  taken  up  this 
holy  canticle  of  praise  and  lias  made  it  resound  throughout  the 
whole  world.  In  every  clime  the  children  of  the  church  j^ather 
around  the  shrines  of  our  Blessed  Lady,  and  w  itli  loving  hearts, 
and  in  eveiy  language  spoken  hy  human  lips,  proclaim  her 
hlessed,  and  sing  her  iii(i<ntijinif,  and  extol  her  glories,  and  de- 
clare her  "full  of  grace,"  and  radiant  with  the  heauty of  perfect 
holiness  and,  in  doing  so,  they  are  confident  that  they  are 
therehy  honoring,  thanking,  and  praising  her  divine  Son,  Who 
crowned  her  with  honor  and  with  glory.  Who  loved  her  as  His 
own  Jilessed  l\[othei-,  and  Who,  wlien  dying  in  agony  on  the 
cross,  gave  her  to  His  children  as  their  ^lother  also.  Nor  let 
it  he  foolishly  said  that  the  honor  given  hy  us  io  our  Blessed 
Lady  is  so  much  taken  away  from  the  honor  we  owe  to  her 
Divine  Son.  In  honouring  her,  we  honor  the  gifts  and  graces 
which  God  so  ahundantly  and  nuigniticently  lavished  upon  her. 
As  the  moon  shines  hy  the  retlected  light  of  the  sun,  hut  does 
not  shear  him  of  his  rays  or  roh  him  of  the  hrightness  and 
glory  of  his  efl["nlgence,  so  Maiy,  shining  hy  the  gifts  and  graces 
and    spiritual    illuminations   given    her   by    (rod,    and   hy  her 
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fiiitlifnl  co-opertion  with  them,  is  hut  the  reHectod  imnpje  of  tlie 
heauty  and  holiness  and  perfection  of  the  Son  of  God,  wlio 
made  her  all  heautifnl  and  without  spot  or  stain ;  and  the 
honor  f^iven  to  her  is  ultimately  referred  to  God,  the  author  of 
all  her  <j;reatness  and  di,L;nity  and  perfection.  The  love  of  INIary 
leads  us  up  to  the  love  of  God,  the  All- Perfect,  the  All-Holy, 
for  it  is  chiefly  for  His  dear  sake  we  love  and  honor  her  ;  and, 
indeed,  if  we  did  not  love  the  ^Nfotlier,  how  could  we  love  the 
Ron,  Who  loved  her  so  tenderly  ? 

Besides,  the  honor  we  pay  to  God  is  different  in  kind  from 
that  which  we  give  to  the  Blessed  Virgin.  To  God  we  give 
snpi-eme  honor  as  to  our  Creator  and  Sovereign  Lord ;  to  the 
Blessed  Virgin  we  give  an  inferior  honor  as  to  the  most  perfect 
creature  ever  fashioned  hy  Divine  hands,  hut  still  a  creature, 
and  therefore  separated  as  hy  an  impassahle  gulf  from  the 
nature,  the  attrihutes  and  infinite  perfections  of  God  ;  to  our 
Saviour  we  say :  Hex  TremeixJa'  Majcsfafis  Salni  nos,  King  of 
awful  and  tremendous  Majesty  save  us  ;  to  the  Blessed  Virgin 
we  say  :  Holy  INIary  pray  for  us.  God  is  our  Sovereign  Lord 
and  Judge.  Mary  is  our  advocate,  pleadhig  hefore  His  throne 
for  Jis  poor  sinners.  This  is  Catholic  teaching,  and  all  devo- 
tional expressions  used  towards  the  Blessed  Virgin  should  in 
truth  and  justice  be  interpreted  according  to  this  standard  of 
Catholic  belief. 

*2nd.  We  should  frequently  and  earnestly  recommend  our- 
selves to  the  prayers  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  entreat  her  to 
obtain  '"•n-  us  from  her  Divine  Son,  by  her  powerful  intercession, 
the  gia.,.-  .  nd  blf^ssings  we  nmy  stand  in  need  of.  The  doc- 
tvw"  ..;  'Jik:  intercessory  powei-  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  is  the 
teedi':  »f'  t'yo  truths  that  cannot  be  reasonably  questioned  by 
an)  (  'iristian.  The  first  is,  that  intercessory  prayer  is  an 
ordinance  of  God  ;  the  second  is,  that  the  vitality  and  power  of 
intercessory  prayer  are  in  proportion  to  tlie  sanctity  and  near- 
ness to  God  of  the  person  offering  it.  That  intercessory  prayer 
is  of  Divine  appointment  cannot  be  questioned  by  any  person 
admitting  Holy  Scripture  to  be  the  revealed  Word  of  God. 
Elian  prayed  that  it  might  not  rain,  and  it  rained  not  for  tliree 


years  caud  six  months;  and,  a«j;ain,  he  prayed,  and  God  an- 
swered his  prayers  hy  abundant  showers,  (III.  Kings,  17-18 
chap.)  Moses,  by  his  prayers,  saved  liis  people  from  destruc- 
tion (Exodus  xxxii).  In  the  prophecy  of  Ezechiel  God  speaks  as 
if  intercessory  prayer  were  a  necessary  condition  for  the  l)estowal 
of  liis  favors.  "  I  souf,dit  a-nongst  them  for  a  man  that  mi<^ht 
stand  in  the  gap  before  me  in  favor  of  the  land,  that  I  might 
not  destroy  it,  and  I  found  none."  (Ezechiel  xxii,  20).  St. 
James  seems  to  make  our  salvation  depend  on  intercessory 
prayer.  "  Pray  for  one  another,  that  ye  may  be  saved,"  are 
the  remarkable  words  he  makes  use  of.  St.  Paul  enjoins  his 
brethren  to  ''pray  with  all  prayer  and  supplication,  at  all  times, 
in  the  spirit,  with  all  patience  and  sui)i)lication  for  all  saints, 
to  make  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  giving  of  thanks 
for  all  men."  And  he  declares  that  he  "  ceases  not  to  give 
thanks  for  them,  commemorating  them  in  his  prayers." 

From  these  and  many  other  Scriptural  passages  too  numerous 
to  cite,  it  is  manifest  that  intercessory  prayer  is  a  divine  ordi- 
nance— that  it  is  a  means  a[)pointed  by  Almighty  God  to 
obtain  for  ourselves  and  others,  many  graces  and  spiritual 
favors.  Again,  it  is  certain  that  the  potency  and  efficacy  of 
intercessory  prayer  are  in  proportion  to  the  holiness  and  merits 
before  God  of  the  person  who  offers  it.  The  dictates  of  reason 
alone  would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  us  on  this  point.  St.  James 
tells  us  that  the  prayer  of  the  just  man  availeth  much.  (St. 
James  v.  c,  15).  Our  Lord  declares  to  us  that  "  if  we  remain 
in  Him,  and  His  words  remain  in  us,  we  may  ask  whatever  we 
will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  us."  (St.  John  xv.,  7).  We  see 
here  the  power  of  intercessory  prayer  is  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  closeness  of  the  union  which  we  maintain  with  God.  And 
St.  John  enunciates  the  same  ))riiiciple  when  he  says,  "  v/hatso- 
ever  we  shall  ask  we  shall  receive  of  Plim,  because  we  keep  His 
commandments  and  do  those  things  that  are  pleasing  in  His 
sight."     (I.  St.  John,  iii.  22). 

We  have,  then,  two  things  clearly  established  by  God's  re- 
vealed word,  1st,  that  intercessory  prayer  is  an  ordinance  of 
God.  and,  2nd,  that  the  efficacy  of  that  prayer  is  in  direct  pro- 
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portion  to  the  lioliiicss  aiul  ^^'oodiiess  of  the  one   wlio  offers  it. 
Ill  fact,  HO  much  in  accord  with  the  wants  of  human  nature  are 
these  principles,  so  mucli  in  union  are  they  with  the  dictates 
of  rifi;lit  reason  and  with  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  that 
even  in  the   worldly  concerns  of  life   men  unceasinj^ly  act  on 
similar  principles.     Thus,  if  persons  desire  favors  from  those  in 
power — if  they  desire,  for  instance,  a  fj;overnment  situation, — 
they  invai'iahly  solnit    the  influence  and   intercession    of   the 
friends  of  those  from  whom  the  lavors  are  sou<];ht — the  frieml^ 
and  supporters  of  the  fj;ovevnment.     Now,  hearing  in  mind  the 
two  aforesaid  incontestahle  truths,  how  can  we  exaggerate  when 
sjieaking  of  the  efficacy,  the  power,  the  irresistahle  mightiness 
of  the  prayers  of  God's  Blessed  AFother,  offered  up  for  those 
whom  Her  l^ivine  Son  redeemed  in  His  precious  hlood.     Who 
so  holy,  who  so  near  to  our  Blessed  Redeemer,  who  has  such 
irresistahle  claims  upon  Him  as  His  own  ^lother "?     She  hore 
Him  for  nine  months  in  her  virginal  womh.     She  saw  Him 
horn  and  saw  Him  die.     She  nursed  Him  in  His  infancy,  flew 
with  Him  in^o  Egypt  to  save  him  from  the  wrath  of  a  tyrant, 
she  lahored  for  Him,  hort   poverty  with   Him,  hungered   with 
Him,  was  for  years  associated  with  Him  in  His  daily  life,  was, 
in  a  word,  His  most  tender  and  loving  ^Nfother  whom  He  oheyed 
during  the  years  of  His  hidden  life  at  Nazareth.     She  gave  Him 
all  that  He  had  of  that  human  nature  with  which  His  divinity 
was  hypostatically  united  and  with  which  He  worked  on  earth. 
She  gave  Him  that  heart  i)ito  which  she  cransfused  her  own 
blood  and  which  He  poured  out  on  the  tree  of  the  cross  for  us 
as  the  price  of  our  redemption — that  breath  and  life  which  He 
gave  in  atonement  for  sin,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  world. 
0,  what  creature  then,  could  be  as  near  and  dear  to  our  adorable 
Lord  as  His  own  dear  Mother '?     Who  could  have  such  claims 
upon  Him  as  she  ?     Not  all  the  saints  that  ever  glorified  God 
and  honored  human  nature  by  the  splendour  of  their  virtues, 
not  all  the  Cherubim  and  Seraphim  that  surround  His  eternal 
throne,  not  all  the  angelic  choirs  that  sing  forever  the  praises 
of  their  Creator.     If,  then,  the  power  and  efficacy  of  interces- 
sory prayer  are  in   proportion  to  the  holiness  and  merit  and 
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closeness  to  (lod  of  the  person  who  offers  it,  we  have  the  most 
positive  assm-ance,  the  most  unshaken  certainty,  that  the 
prayers  of  the  lilessed  Yu-j-in  must  he  most  powerful  with  her 
eternal  Son,  and  most  henelicial  to  her  supplicants.* 

And,  in  fact,  we  find  that  this  was  the  case  while  yet  Mother 
and  Son  still  lingered  on  the  earth.  The  very  first  recorded 
grace  given  hy  the  incarnate  God  to  man  was  hestowed  at  the 
voice  of  MpA-y.  After  the  annunciation,  the  Blessed  Virgin 
visited  her  cousin,  Saint  Elizaheth  ;  and  it  came  to  pass,  says 
St.  Luke,  1st  chap.  41st  verse,  "  that  as  Elizaheth  heard  the 
salutation  of  Mary,  the  infant  in  her  womh  leaped  for  joy,  and 
Elizaheth  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost."  Now  the  Fathers 
unanimously  maintain  that  at  the  sound  of  Mary's  voice  St. 


*  So  reasonable  is  Catholic  teachin;i  on  this  point,  and  so  mnch  is  it  iu 
accord  with  the  dictates  of  common-sense,  as  well  as  with  the  revealed  word  of 
God,  that  even  enlightened  Protestants  are  forced  to  admit  it.  Thus  the  late 
pure-minded  Longfellow  beautifully  expresses  this  teachinj,'  :— 

This  is  indeed  the  blessed  .Vary's  land  ; 

Virgin  and  Mother  of  onr  dear  Redeemer  ; 

All  hearts  are  touched  and  softened  at  her  name; 

Alike  the  bandit,  with  the  bloody  hand, 

The  priest,  the  prince,  the  scholar,  and  the  peasant. 

The  man  of  deeds,  the  visionary  dreamer. 

Pay  homage  to  her  as  one  ever  present ! 

And  even  as  children,  who  have  much  offended 

A  too-indulgent  Father,  in  great  shame. 

Penitent,  and  yet  not  daring  unattended 

To  go  into  his  presence,  at  the  gate 

Speak  with  their  sister,  and  confiding  wait. 

Till  she  goes  in  before  and  intercedes  ; 

So  men,  repenting  of  their  evil  deeds,  • 

And  yet  not  venturing  rashly  to  draw  n.  <v 

With  their  reijuests  an  angry  father's  ear, 

Otter  to  her  their  prayers  and  their  confession, 

And  she  for  them  in  heaven  makes  intercession. 

And  if  our  Faith  had  given  us  nothing  more 

Than  this  example  of  all  womanhood, 

So  mild,  so  merciful,  so  strong,  so  good. 

So  patient,  peaceful,  loyal,  loving,  pure, 

This  were  enough  to  prove  it  higher  and  truer 

Thun  all  the  creeds  the  world  had  known  before. 
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John   the  Baptist  was  sanctified  in  his  mother's  womh  by  a 

special   grace  from  Jesus  Christ,   for   the   recognition  of    the 

presence  of  the  Redeemer  given  by  the  child,  if  not  accompanied 
by  the  remission  of  his  original  sin,  would,  in  their  estimation, 

not  cause  him  joy,  but  rather  sorrow,  as  he  would  feel  that  by 
that  sin  he  was  estranged  and  separated  from  his  blessed 
Redeemer.  "  There  is  no  doubt,'  says  Origen,  "  that  Elizabeth 
was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  because  of  her  son  ;  for  the 
mother  did  not  then  deserve  to  receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  as 
John,  as  yet  confined  in  his  mother's  womb,  was  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  then  Elizabeth,  after  the  sanctification  of  her  son, 
was  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit."  Now,  this  grace  of  sanctifica- 
tion given  to  St.  John  could  have  been  bestowed,  had  God  so 
willed,  either  before  or  after  the  visit  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  but 
it  pleased  the  Redeemer  to  grant  it  only  at  the  moment  that  his 
mother's  voice  sounded  in  the  ears  of  Elizabeth  to  signify  that 
it  was  through  her  instrumentality,  and  at  her  instance,  grace 
was  accorded. 

We  find,  also,  that  the  first  miracle  which  Jesus  wrought  was 
performed  at  the  request  of  his  blessed  Mother,  and  that,  even 
beforj  the  time  marked  out  in  the  divine  decrees  for  the  mani- 
festation of  his  Almighty  power  had  arrived.  This  miracle  took 
place  at  the  marriage  feast  in  Cana  of  Galilee  (St.  John,  ii. 
chap.)  Jesus  and  Mary  were  invited  to  the  marriage  feast. 
And  the  wine  failing,  the  mother  of  Jesus  said  to  him,  "  They 
have  no  wine  ;  "  and  Jesus  said  to  her,  "  Woman,  what  is  it  to 
Me  and  to  thee — my  hour  is  not  yet  come ;  "  but  Mary,  who 
well  knew  that  her  request  W'ould  not  be  refused,  said  to  the 
waiters,  "Whatsoever  he  shall  say  to  you,  do  ye."  Then  Jesus 
saith  to  the  waiters,  "Fill  the  water-pots  with  water;"  and 
they  filled  them  up  to  the  brim.  Then  Jesus,  by  a  miracle  of 
almighty  power,  converted  the  water  into  wine.  The  Evange- 
list adds  :  "  This  beginning  of  miracles  did  Jesus  in  Cana  of 
Galilee;  and  He  manifested  his  glory."  From  the  tenor  of  this 
text  it  is  perfectly  manifest  that  it  was  only  at  the  request  of 
his  blessed  Mother  Jesus  wrought  this  first  miracle,  and  that  in 
order  to  comply  with  her  prayer,  he  performed  it  even  before 
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the  time  of  his  workiii<,'  miraclos  liad  arrived.  We  inav  there- 
fore  coiu-hidt;  t^at  as  our  Blessed  Hedeeiuer  besto\V(Hl  his  first 
Krac;e  ai)d  wrought  liis  first  iniratde  at  the  request  of  his  holy 
Mother,  he  \v(3uld  lor  all  coiuinj,'  time  work  miracles  of  grace 
and  mercy  for  the  salvation  of  those  for  whom  Mary's  i)owerful 
voice  would  be  raised  in  advocacy;  and  as  tlie  relation  of  mother 
and  son  has  not  ceased  to  exist  in  heaven,  where  Jesus  is  en- 
throned in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  and  where  IMary  reigns  above 
the  heavenly  hierarchies ;  and,  as  Jesus  is  still  the  Father  of 
mercies,  and  the  charity  and  compassion  of  Mary  for  poor  re- 
pentant sinners  is,  if  possible,  more  inflamed  and  intensified, 
we  may  rest  assured  that  Jesus  will  never  refuse  to  listen  to 
the  voice  of  His  blessed  Mother  when  she  pleads  in  accents  of 
tender  pity  and  compassion  for  the  poor  sinners  whom  he  has 
redeemed  in  His  precious  blood.  For  the  Blessed  Virgin  will 
not  cease  to  plead  and  intercede  for  us  with  her  divine  Son  now 
that  she  is  in  the  eternal  heavens.  The  communion  of  Saints 
is  a  great  fact  attested  l)y  the  revealed  word  of  God  and  em- 
bodied as  an  article  of  faith  in  the  Apostles'  Creed.  The  church 
is  a  vast  society  embracing  the  Saints  in  heaven,  the  suffering 
souls  in  ]*urgatory  and  its  members  who  are  still  detained  in 
the  flesh.  There  is  a  bund  of  sympathy,  of  union  and  of  charity 
binding  all  these  children  of  the  church  into  one  great  family  of 
(rod  ;  death  cannot  separate  their  souls  nor  raise  up  a  barrier 
that  would  divide  them,  "for  Christ,  Who  is  our  peace,  hath 
broken  down  all  the  walls  of  partition  which  sin  and  death  had 
interposed  between  God's  children,  and  hath  made  both  one" — 
that  is,  hath  united  the  Saints  in  heaven  and  his  people  on 
earth  into  his  own  body,  which  is  His  church.  And  as  in  the 
human  body  all  the;  members  are  interdependent,  anil  minister 
to  each  other's  wants,  and  feel  for  each  other's  sufferings,  and 
contribute  to  the  well-being  of  the  whole  body,  so,  in  the  church, 
which  is  the  body  of  Christ,  the  various  members  thereof  do,  by 
the  appointment  of  God,  and  according  to  their  position  and  the 
measure  of  their  capacity,  minister  to  each  other's  spiritual 
needs,  interchange  kindly  and  merciful  offices,  and  are  bound 
togetlicr  by  the  1)onds  of  active  charity  and  friendship,  stronger 
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than  death.  \Vu  invoke  the  praj'ers  and  influence  of  the  Saints; 
they  intercede  for  us  witli  God,  and  we  hrinj^  relief  to  the  souls 
in  Purf^atory  hy  our  prayers  and  other  good  works.  In  this 
view  of  the  case,  the  office  of  the  Blessed  Virj^in  as  our  advocate 
and  our  Mother,  does  not  cease  now  that  she  is  exalted  over 
principalities  and  powers  in  heaven.  On  the  contrary,  her  in- 
terest in  us  is  but  intensified  there,  and  as  she  will  ever  be  the 
Mother  of  Jesus,  and  as  Jesus,  even  in  the  eternal  heavens,  will 
be  forever  her  Son,  so  her  prayers  and  her  intercessions  for  her 
poor  wayfarinjj;  children  on  earth  will  have  the  power  and  effica- 
ciousness which  the  prayers  of  such  a  Mother  must  always  have 
with  such  a  Son,  and  they  will  never  cease  to  be  offered  up  for 
us  in  mighty  advocacy  before  the  throne  of  grace  and  mercy,  for 
Mary,  like  her  divine  Son,  will  always  live  in  heaven  to  make 
intercession  for  us. 

"  I  consider  it  impossible,"  says  Cardinal  Newman,  *'  for 
those  who  believe  the  Church  to  be  one  vast  l)ody  in  heaven  and 
on  earth,  in  which  every  creature  of  God  has  his  place,  and  of 
which  prayer  is  the  life,  when  once  they  recognize  the  sanctity 
and  dignity  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  not  to  perceive  immediately 
that  her  office  above  is  one  of  perpetual  intercession  for  the 
faithful  militant,  and  that  our  very  relation  to  her  must  be  that 
of  clients  to  a  patron,  and  that  in  the  eternal  enmity  which 
exists  between  the  woman  and  the  serpent,  while  the  serpent's 
strength  lies  in  being  the  tempter,  the  weapon  of  the  second 
Eve  and  Mother  of  God  is  prayer." 

This  is  the  faith  of  Catholics ;  and  hence  the  children  of  the 
Church  have  in  every  age  turned  in  confidence  and  with  loving 
hearts  to  seek  her  protection  and  ask  the  benefit  of  her  prayers ; 
and  they  have  not  been  mistaken,  nor  have  their  prayers  been 
left  unheard.  Hence  churches  have  sprung  up  all  over  Chris- 
tendom raised  in  honor  of  Mary,  and  shrines  have  been  estab- 
lished, the  offerings  of  grateful  hearts  for  benefits  received.  Let 
us  therefore,  dearest  brethren,  turn  to  Mary  in  our  temptations, 
in  our  trials,  and  our  afflictions ;  let  us  humbly,  but  with  confi- 
dence, beseech  her  to  intercede  for  us  before  the  throne  of  grace, 
and  we  may  be  conviiced  that  she  will  not  fail  to  interest  her- 
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self  in  our  lu'lialf,  and  that  slu;  will  obtain  for  us  victory  over 
our  temptations,  strength  in  -^  :r  trials,  and  heavenly  consolation 
n»  our  atflietions. 

We  say  to  each  of  you  in  the  woi-ds  of  St.  I3ernard  :  "  Whoso- 
ever you  are,  when  you  iind  vourself  tossed  about  by  tin;  storms 
and  temjjests  of  this  world,  turn  not  your  eyes  from  the  brij^dit- 
ness  of  this  star,  if  you  wish  not  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the 
tempests.  If  the  winds  of  temi)tation  arise,  if  you  are  thrown 
upon  the  roeks  of  tribulation,  look  to  the  star ;  call  upon  ^Fary. 
If  you  are  tossed  by  the  billows  of  pride,  or  and)iti()n,  or  detrac- 
tion, or  envy,  look  to  the  star ;  call  upon  ^fary.  If  an<;er,  or 
avarice,  or  the  snares  of  the  flesh  disturb  the  vessel  oi'  your  soul, 
look  to  Mary.  If  you  are  shocked  by  the  maf^'iiitude  of  your 
sins,  confused  by  the  consciousness  of  (^uilt,  terrified  by  the 
horrors  of  jud<i;ment,  overwhelmed  in  the  depths  of  alHiction,  or 
sunk  in  the  al)yss  of  despair,  tliiidc  of  l\Iary." 

0  Mary,  conceived  without  sin,  i)ray  for  us  and  obtain  for 
ourselves,  the  priests,  relij^ious  and  faithful  of  our  Diocese,  the 
abundant  l)lessino;s  of  heaven.  Obtain  for  us  hatred  of  sin,  the 
spirit  of  penitence  and  prayer,  fervor  in  the  service  of  God,  an 
ardent  desire  of  heaven  and  the  holy  love  of  God.  "  Sancfa 
Maria,  mnritrrc  mist'rin,  jura  ]>iif(illaniiin's,  rcforr  H chiles,  ora  pro 
popuJo  iHtcrrcfii  pro  ricro,  intcrccdr  pro  dcvoto  fcmineo  sexu.  Srn- 
iant  omncs  tiiidii  jnranwn,  qiiiruDipiic  celebrant  tuaiii  mnctaiii 
commcmor  atiotiein.''  "0  Holy  Mary,  be  thou  an  help  to  the 
helpless,  a  stren<i;th  to  the  fearful,  a  comfort  to  the  sorrowful ; 
pray  for  the  people,  plead  for  the  clergy,  make  intercession  for 
all  women  vowed  to  God  ;  may  all  that  keep  thine  holy  remem- 
brance feel  the  might  of  thine  assistance." 

We  enjoin  the  Reverend  Clergy  to  hold  devotions  in  their 
respective  churches  during. the  month  of  May  in  honor  of  oui- 
Blessed  Lady  ;  these  devotions  to  consist  of  the  Rosary,  the 
Litany  of  Loretto,  a  short  instruction  or  Meditation  on  the 
virtues  and  prerogatives  of  our  Lady.  In  cities,  towns,  and 
other  centres  of  the  faithful,  it  would  be  advisable  to  hold  tht'se 
devotions  every  evening,  and  in  country  missions  at  least  twice 
in  the  week  at  the   hour  most  convenient  for  the  people.     We 
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aiitliori/c    tlio    Ucvcrciid    Clergy    to   }j;ivo    Bt'iUHliction    of    tlio 
Blt'HHod  Sat-ranit'iit  on  tlidse  ot'casions. 

TliiH  pastoral  shall  Ix;  read  in  all  the  cliurfhcs  of  our  Arch- 
(liocese,  and  in  Chapter  in  our  lielij^ious  Connnunities  on  the 
first  Sunday  after  its  rec^eption. 

Given  from  St,  Michael's  Palace,  Toronto,  on  this,  the  25th 
of  April,  th  !  feast  of  St.  Mark,  A.]).  18!)1,  under  our  hand  and 
seal  and  the  Counter  Sifj;nature  of  our  Secretary. 

+  JoHN  Walsh, 
By  order  of  His  Grace,  Arshhishop  of  Toronto. 

James  Waish, 

Secretary. 
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